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With this post we are beginning a series of meditations on the

centrality of the Lord Jesus Christ in all things.  Because

there is no single verse in the Bible we can point to which

says, “Jesus Christ is the Center of all things” we must arrive

at that conclusion through Scriptural inference and

deduction.

In this series, we will pursue that end by taking a number of

dictionary definitions for the word “center” and show how

Christ fulfills each of their meanings in relation to the eternal

purpose of God, the Church and the individual believer.

 These definitions provide a broad perspective on the matter of centrality and so help to give

a complete picture of the way in which Christ can truly be seen as the Center of all things.

We will begin, then, with the following definition from the American Heritage Dictionary

(online edition):

“a point, pivot, axis, etc., around which anything rotates or revolves.”

Following this definition, a sample sentence is given to illustrate the usage of the word

“center” in this regard:

“The sun is the center of our solar system.”

In this first meditation, we will use both the definition and the sample sentence as the basis

for our thoughts on the centrality of Christ.

A Heavenly Parable

“The heavens declare the glory of God.  The skies proclaim the work of His hands.  Day after

day they pour forth speech.  Night after night they display knowledge.”  (Psalms 19:1-2)

The heavens were fashioned to declare the wisdom, power and glory of God.  Our solar

system, likewise, was ordered and ordained to display forth the knowledge of God in what

might be called a “heavenly parable”.  At the center of the solar system stands the Sun, a fiery

ball of hydrogen and helium gas, blazing in all of its glory.  Its radiance brings light and
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warmth to the planets and enables life on the earth.  Around the sun the planets spin in

balanced orbit, drawn and held together by the sun’s massive gravitational pull.  If it were not

for the sun, the solar system would not exist, neither would there be any life.

The Scriptures interpret and confirm for us what the sun represents in this parable.  The

natural sun is a physical representation of the eternal Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, who reigns

central and supreme in all things.  He is “the sun of righteousness” (Malachi 4:2), ”the light

of the world” (John 8:12;9:5), ”the radiance of God’s glory” (Hebrews 1:3).  He is the anti-

type of “the greater light” which governs the day (Genesis 1:16); the One who illuminates the

church, the anti-type of “the lesser light” which governs the night (Genesis 1:16); “and in

Him all things hold together.” (Colossians 1:17)

The Son of God, likewise, is the One of whom Isaiah prophesied: “The people walking in

darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has

dawned.” (Isaiah 9:2)  He is the One of whom Zachariah, the father of John the Baptist,

sang:  “…the rising sun will come to us from heaven to shine on those living in darkness and

in the shadow of death.” (Luke 1:78-79)  John said He is “the true Light, which lights every

man”(John 1:9).  On the Mount of Transfiguration, the veil of His flesh was transfigured to

reveal His glory, and His “face shone like the sun.” (Matthew 17:2)  When the Son’s life

expired on the cross, the sun in the heavens ceased to shine (Luke 23:45).  When John saw

the resurrected, glorified Son on the Isle of Patmos, he said, “His face was like the sun

shining in all its brilliance.” (Revelation 1:16)  In the eternal city there will be no need of the

sun to shine on it, “for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp.” (Revelation

21:23)  The Scriptures affirm that the Son is the One of whom the physical sun is a mere

representation and type.

As we consider this parable in this regard, there are two facets which stand out and deserve

further attention.  These are the sun/Son-related matters of centrality and immensity.

“Centrality”

The first matter to consider is that of centrality.  The solar system is heliocentric in nature.

The sun stands at the center, and all of the planets revolve around it.  Up until a mere five

centuries ago, however, both the scientific world and the Church world believed that the

universe was geocentric, with the earth at its center.  From a combination of earthly

observation, certain Scriptural passages in which God was communicating to man according

to his earthly perspective, Ptolemaic theory and Aristotelian philosophy, this is what was

believed to be true.

As science developed, however, a more accurate understanding of the solar system came to

be conceived of and believed in.  Nicolaus Copernicus (1473–1543) proposed a heliocentric

model of the universe which placed the sun at the center, with the earth and the other planets

orbiting around it.  Initially this radical theory was scorned, rejected and opposed by both the

scientific community and by the Church.  In the latter case, this new paradigm threatened the
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very underpinnings of the Church’s teaching and authority.  Astronomers, such as Galileo

Galilei (1564 -1642), who further advanced this concept were tried and condemned as

heretics for propagating such “unscriptural” theories.

Eventually, however, truth won out, and a radical reorientation of understanding came to be

embraced by the world and by the Church.  This “Copernican Revolution”, as it has been

called, became the philosophical and psychological catalyst for the ushering in of “the

Modern Age”.  Sweeping changes in all dimensions of society followed as man’s entire

concept of the universe and of the world he lived in changed.

It wasn’t until centuries later, however, with the dawning of the space age, that man was

ultimately able to break free of the bounds of earthly observation and begin to view the

heliocentric nature of the solar system from an entirely heavenly perspective.  How vastly

different this view was from what man naturally observed from the earth!  From the

perspective of the heavens, the centrality of the sun is a stunning and glorious reality.

This matter of centrality and of the vastly different perspectives that exist between the earthly

and the heavenly points of view speak powerfully of man’s diverse perspectives concerning

the spiritual universe.  When we view the world and life from our natural, earthly

perspective, we gravitate towards seeing ourselves at the center of everything that exists in

the visible order.  Even if our eyes have been opened spiritually to see beyond that, and we

have seen the Son, we still often think and act as if He revolves around us.  We relate to Him

as if He is there solely to bless us, to give us life, to meet our needs and to daily shine upon

us.  For all intents and purposes, even as believers, we can tend to live in a “me-o-centric”

universe, with ourselves in the center and all other things, including Jesus, revolving around

us.

The Church, also, collectively tends to gravitate towards this paradigm of things. When a

group of individuals, each with inbred “me-o-centrism”, comes together and forms a church

assembly, the tendency is for a corporate “me-o-centrism” to develop.  The activities of the

church, and even of Christ’s relationship to the church, tend to center around the collective

“self” of the assembly.  The Son is often related to as though He is primarily there to bless the

church, to give it life, to meet its needs, and to daily (weekly?) shine upon it.  It develops with

its corporate “me” at the center, and with all other things, including Jesus, revolving around

its own self-propagation, -preservation and -prosperity.  When an expression of the church

lacks a clear and consuming heavenly vision of the centrality of Christ in all things, this is

what naturally, yet tragically develops.

Both individual believers and the corporate assemblies of the Lord, therefore, are in deep

need of a “spiritual Copernican Revolution”.  Through the Word of God and the Spirit of

revelation, the Church must be broken free of the bonds of the faulty and failing earthly view,

and grasp the infinitely glorious reality of the universal centrality of Christ in all things.  The
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Father’s universe revolves around His Son and so must the Church. How differently our lives

will be, and the expressions of the Church will be when Christ is fully restored to His central

and supreme place in all things. (Colossians 1:18)

“Immensity”

This brings us now to the second matter to consider from this “heavenly parable”, that of

immensity.  In the created solar system, the sun is immense in its dimensions and mass,

while the earth is minute. Scientists have calculated that the volume of the sun is 1,300,000

times larger than that of the earth.  That is to say, that if you melted down 1.3 million earths,

you could pour them into the capacity of the sun.  That is a staggering reality.

The sun’s mass, likewise, is so great that, in and of itself, it comprises 99.86% of the mass of

everything that exists in the entire solar system.  The solar system, therefore, is comprised of

a sun, lots of space and .14% of trace materials (i.e. planets, moons, meteors and cosmic

debris.)  The earth barely weighs in on the scales in this cosmic system. (Isaiah 40:15)  It is

this immensity of mass in the sun which provides the necessary gravitational pull to hold the

solar system together and keep it moving in balanced orbit.  Were the earth at the center, as

once believed, all would disintegrate and fly apart.

As in the matter of centrality, so in this matter of immensity, the earthly perspective is utterly

faulty and failing.  From the vantage point of the earth, the world looks large and the sun

small.  One can block out the sun’s view by holding up a mere golf ball.  One might even

reason from its appearance that you could fit 1.3 million or more suns into the earth.  How

utterly misleading and contrary to reality the earthly view can be!

This facet of immensity, as in the case of centrality, is pointing to a sublime spiritual reality. 

Paul said, “So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view.  Though we

once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer.” (2 Corinthians 5:16)  Paul had once

viewed Christ as a man, a Jew, a false prophet, a rabble-rouser.  After the resurrection,

however, he met the glorified Son as a brilliant light shining from heaven and his spiritual

eyes were opened.  Later he was caught up into the third heavens and was given surpassing

revelations of the greatness of the Son in the eternal mysteries and purpose of God. (2

Corinthians 12:1-7)

How vastly different was this heavenly view of Christ than what he had seen before.  How

gloriously immense was this revelation of the Son from the eternal, heavenly perspective. 

Paul’s life became consumed with the “dispensation of the mystery” through the preaching of

“the unsearchable riches of Christ” (Ephesians 3:8-9).  Even to the end of his life and

ministry he was consumed with the singular passion “…to know Christ”! (Philippians 3:10)

As he established local expressions of the churches, He labored to center them in Christ

alone, knowing that only He had the sufficient “gravitational pull” to draw and hold the

churches together through whatever may seek to divide and disperse them.  Any other center
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he knew would utterly fail. Only a heavenly revelation of the immensity of Christ will center

the Church where it needs to be centered.  Only when the Church is centered in Christ will all

things be held together and oriented properly in balanced unity and function.

~ ~ ~

God has written a parable in the very heavens to declare the unrivaled centrality and

surpassing greatness of His Son.  The Church is called now to be the instrumentality through

which the manifold wisdom of God is embodied and made known to the entirety of creation,

“according to His eternal purpose.” (Ephesians 3:10-11)  Only as the Church embraces the

Lord Jesus Christ in His centrality, supremacy, all-sufficiency and immensity can it fulfill its

high and holy calling to this end.

May God open our eyes to behold this glorious Son in all that He is in the Father’s eyes.

Amen.


