
Epilogue:

The Call To Gather as 
Fellowships

This book has been prepared to encourage believers 
to gather in small house Churches under the 
Headship of Jesus Christ.1165

! Each Gospel Fellowship meeting is accountable to 
the Lord directly,1166  and as the Lord networks 
groups together they will mutually submit to each 
other for accountability. Servant leaders will be 
raised up by the Lord as disciples grow and 
mature.1167  When gatherings multiply and expand 
some brothers will have responsibility over many 
groups to shepherd them.1168  We believe there is a 
burden of the Holy Spirit to gather believers as the 
Bride of Christ.
! “See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; 
do you not perceive it?”1169  God is expanding His 
kingdom rapidly all over the world. The Good News 
is being proclaimed, disciples are being made and 
great glory is being given to Jesus Christ. Areas of the 
world where it was once impossible to bring the 
Gospel are now seeing thousands and millions of 
new conversions. God is doing a wondrous thing.
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! The Lord is looking for donkeys in His work. He 
does not want those who have it all figured out but 
are rather willing to be used by Him, saying no to 
their own plans and understanding. You can be a 
donkey for Jesus! and see God do a great things in 
your midst.
! The Holy Spirit has a strategy and plan for your 
local area. Pray much and ask the Lord what is His 
way for you and how does the work start. Do not be 
vague but start to pray specifically for things God 
puts on your heart. For some it might be to see home 
Churches start in many areas. For some it might be a 
prayer for at least one other person come to the Lord 
this year and become a disciple of Jesus.
! Being called of God to start a house Church does 
not demand that you be accountable, yet there is 
great wisdom in seeking to be connected to another 
church that has an established plurality of 
leadership. Yet, in a time of apostasy especially, there 
will be situations where you cannot submit to other 
pastors in your area. In these cases to start a new 
work can be accompanied with ridicule and 
misunderstanding.
! You do not need permission to gather as the 
Church in groups of even just 2-3 believers.1170  You 
do not need permission to break the Lord’s Supper or 
baptize someone who is clearly desiring to follow 
Jesus Christ as a disciple.
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! Here are some very short practical guidelines on 
how to start a house Church. The kingdom of God is 
expanding rapidly all over the world and we can be a 
part of this movement of God by simply committing 
to start a gathering in our own local area. A meeting 
can start with even just 2-3 brothers or sisters.

Birthed In Prayer

! The starting of a house Church must be saturated 
in prayer. To have the leading of the Lord and to see 
the Holy Spirit work requires prayer. God will 
establish the house Church work as He is relied on 
and trusted. It is His work and mission, not ours.
! “If you feel that you are called to start a house 
Church, gather a few like-minded people together 
and begin to pray so that you can receive a strategy 
from God. Many house Churches have false starts 
that are directly linked to a lack of prayer.When 
house Churches start up because of a reaction to 
something we don't like about the established 
church, the house Church's identity is built from 
rebellion and discord. Healthy house Churches, on 
the contrary, must begin with God's leading and a 
desire to reach those who don't know Jesus.”

Birthed By The Spirit
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! “House churches are birthed by the Holy Spirit 
through the ministry of a house-church planter or a 
servant leader who is given a vision for a house 
Church by God. Keep in mind that a servant leader 
may be what the institutional church refers to as a 
mature layperson. No house church planter needs a 
formal ministry education.
! Once the vision for a house Church is given by the 
Spirit to the founder, he needs to seek the Lord 
regarding others who might join him. The Lord will 
bring him in contact with people with a similar 
vision, confirming his leading. Or he may be led to 
receptive unbelievers whom he can lead to Christ 
and then disciple in a house church.
! Those who are just beginning a house Church 
should anticipate that it will take time for the 
members to feel comfortable with each other and 
learn to relate and flow with the Spirit. It will be trial 
and error along the way. The concepts of every-
member participation, Biblical servant leadership, 
equipping elders, the Holy Spirit's leading and gifts, 
a common meal, and a casual yet spiritual 
atmosphere are quite foreign to those who are only 
familiar with institutional church services. Thus the 
application of grace and patience is wise as a new 
house Church is birthed. The initial format may be 
more a home Bible study, with one person leading 
worship, another sharing a prepared teaching, and 
then closing with an opportunity for corporate 
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prayer, fellowship and a meal. However, as the 
Biblical format for house Churches is studied by the 
group, the servant leader should encourage the 
members to strive for God's best.
! House Church meetings can circulate from one 
member's house to another each week, or one person 
can open his home each week. The meeting time and 
place does not have to be Sunday morning, but 
anytime that best works for the members. Finally, it 
is best to start small, with no more than twelve 
people.”

Common Practices

! Practice of Bible Reading - All house Churches are 
encouraged to promote a yearly Bible reading plan to 
all the brethren present. Some find it very useful to 
center the meeting time around one chapter of 
Scripture. When believers come together the servant 
leader(s) can have a short teaching or exhortation. It 
is also encouraged that everyone can share what the 
Lord Himself taught them through their reading of 
the Scriptures that week.
! Practice of the Lord’s Supper - “We take the Lord's 
Supper in a reverent and Biblical manner and keep 
the cross as central. This common act connects us 
with believers of the past, and it proclaims the death 
of Jesus to those observing.” Each group should 
consider to take the Lord’s Supper weekly as a way 
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to center the gathering around the great redemption 
and person of Jesus Christ.
! Practice of Evangelism - In each meeting prayers are 
given for boldness and the Holy Spirit filling to share 
the Good News effectively. This practice of 
Evangelism should be encouraged for all members in 
the house Church. It is good to allow time for short 
testimonies also of what the Lord did that week. 
! Practice of Multiplication - After a period of time 
the house Church should be ready to multiply and 
start new home meetings or send out new workers. 
This plan to multiply will encourage more 
intentional sharing of the Good News message by all 
members during the week. And raising up of other 
servant leader(s) as the house Church network 
grows.
! The Appendix section is here for reference and 
study as needed. We encourage believers gathering 
in small groups to use them as a basis of unity. 
Believers might not fully agree with every statement 
in this book but we do believe the majority of 
statements are an effective unifying tool for the body 
of Christ as they gather together under the Headship 
of Jesus.
! Gospel Fellowships is about Jesus Christ.1171  He is 
the purpose for everything.1172 He is the reason for us 
gathering.1173 His Name is the greatest Name.1174 He 
is the Head of the Church.1175  The Life of the 
believer.1176  The glory of God!1177  Jesus and Him 
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alone should be our focus. Many have not yet 
experienced and come to know1178  this glorious 
Name above every name.1179

! May God give us a firm faith in the power of the 
Holy Spirit to network and birth gatherings in local 
areas as we follow the Lord in obedience.
! “At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the 
Bridegroom! Come out to meet Him!’”1180  “Blessed 
are those who wash their robes, that they may have 
the right to the tree of life and may go through the 
gates into the city.”1181

! Father, Your Word will never fail, and against Your 
Church the gates of hades will never prevail. We look to 
You as the end of the age approaches. May all glory be to 
the Lamb. May Your Gospel be shared with all. Please do 
this Father for Your Name’s sake and honor. We long to be 
with You in robes of white in endless eternity. Redeem 
Your Saints at the appointed time. Gather Your Elect to be 
a Bride for Your Son. Through Your Spirit work a work no 
man can put his name on so that all glory will be given to 
You. Amen.
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