
Principle 51

Measuring True Christian 
Growth

Attending a secret underground Church service in 
North Korea can result in gruesome public 
executions and the mere possession of a Bible can 
bring a death sentence. Christians in North Korea 
have grown to a level of love and commitment to 
Jesus that is almost inconceivable to believers living 
in countries where there is no persecution.
! In North Korea the Church is intimate and each 
member knows and observes the walk of the other 
believers within a fellowship. There is not a one-hour 
Church service where everyone faces the front, 
where people do not know each other. Rather, it is a 
face-to-face meeting that is relational. Whenever they 
meet as a part of the body of Christ, they share truths 
from Scripture and encourage one another in their 
trust in Jesus. To them, that is all that matters. Such 
meetings build accountability to each one’s progress 
in the faith.1067

! Paul the Apostle shares with the young Timothy: 
“Be diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly to 
them, so that everyone may see your progress.”1068 It 
is possible for others to see your growth in the Lord. 
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Thus gathering in homes and in more intimate 
meetings—not just once a week1069—will allow us to 
encourage one another1070  to grow authentically in 
our walks with the Lord and not remain hidden in 
the back of a large public church meeting.
! Paul the Apostle had a great desire for the Church 
in Ephesus to grow in the grace of Jesus Christ. In 
chapter four he pleads for the believers to walk 
worthy of the Gospel: “Make every effort to keep the 
unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. There 
is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to 
one hope when you were called; one Lord, one faith, 
one Baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over 
all and through all and in all. So Christ Himself gave 
the Apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the 
pastors and teachers, to equip his people for works of 
service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 
until we all reach unity in the faith and in the 
knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, 
attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of 
Christ.”1071

! In Paul’s wonderful exhortation above regarding 
the body of Christ, he emphasized that there is one 
body and one Spirit.1072 We must all, together, grow to 
become in every respect the mature body of Him 
who is the Head, that is, Christ.1073  Although each 
part of the body has its own specific calling, it is that 
one Spirit who works in all, and who transforms us 
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into the image of Christ, or, as Paul put it, to the 
whole measure of the fullness of Christ.1074

! It takes unwavering faith to be able to face 
persecution such as the North Korean believers do. 
In being willing to endure that kind of torture 
without denying their faith in Christ, they exhibit 
more spiritual maturity than can be found in most of 
the Christian world. We need only submit to His 
working in us so that we can be made fully complete 
in Christ. The measure of true Christian growth is 
how much of Christ can be seen in us. Jesus said, “As 
I have loved you, so you must love one another. By 
this everyone will know that you are My disciples, if 
you love one another.’”1075
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