
Principle 32

Godliness Through the Act of 
Submission

One of the most important areas of godliness in the 
life of a believer is the area of submission. If one is 
not submissive but rebellious in spirit, there is a great 
danger of pride and sin. Many warnings are given in 
Scripture regarding a state of rebellion and un-
submissiveness in a believer’s life. We must 
recognize God’s sovereignty and rule over all 
creation, our lives and the Church. We must submit 
our minds to the authority of Scripture as we submit 
to God in our spirits; He owns us now.752 We must 
submit to those whom He has equipped with callings 
and giftings in the Church to lead the body of 
Christ.753  God always has and always will place 
shepherds in the body of Christ to help oversee and 
protect the flock of God under the chief Shepherd, 
Jesus Christ our Lord.754

! When we follow the way of un-submissiveness 
and elevate our own selves we fall into the place of 
being ruled by the spirit of lucifer or Satan,755 who 
was the first to rebel against God. Thus he will 
influence us to rebel against God and all of His 
delegated authorities that have been set up.756
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! As we say no to our human reasoning and desires 
of the flesh757 and submit to God’s will and ways we 
find freedom. There are times that we cannot submit 
to the wishes of religious authorities and obey God 
and not men.758 Yet if we continually are not able to 
humble ourselves below other brothers for 
correction, direction and teaching then we can be in a 
place of self-deception.759 The rebellious nature from 
Adam thinks its own self wise and not needing to 
submit under God’s directions or any minister of the 
Gospel. God is the ultimate authority and has all 
power. As clay in the potter’s hands760  we should 
fully yield control of our lives to His will. When we 
joyfully submit to others in the body of Christ we do 
so to God Himself. 
! Jesus Himself was submitted to God the Father.761 
Therefore, He was submitted to every other authority 
as led of God’s Spirit. Such is an example for us to 
follow for when we are mistreated for the sake of the 
kingdom of God we are blessed.762

! In some cases, we must resist the authority God 
has ordained in order to obey what God has 
commanded. We must obey the authorities until they 
command us to disobey God,763  the ultimate 
authority. There are some other examples of civil 
disobedience in the Bible.764 This calls for the wisdom 
of the saints and leading of the Spirit to know when 
to resist or fully submit even to injustice and 
mistreatment.
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! True submission can only happen as led by the 
Spirit of God. Many submit, but in their hearts they 
are too bitter and angry to submit to an authority. 
Godly submission is where the individual is able—
by God’s grace—in good and bad circumstances, to 
submit and obey God. One example of this in the Old 
Covenant is when David submitted to Saul’s 
leadership even though the Lord had departed from 
King Saul’s life. Even at times Saul tried to kill David 
by throwing a spear at him, yet under these 
circumstances he still submitted.765

! In the Epistle to the Ephesians, we are clearly 
shown the Biblical precedent for submission: “Wives, 
submit yourselves to your own husbands as you do 
to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife 
as Christ is the Head of the Church, His body, of 
which He is the Savior. Now as the Church submits 
to Christ, so also wives should submit to their 
husbands in everything.”766

! While husbands seek a submissive wife, they 
must submit to God themselves and act towards 
their wives in the same manner as Jesus did towards 
Her. Jesus loved the Church so much that He laid 
down His life for the Church and likewise a husband 
needs to lay down his life for his wife. Ephesians 
says: “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ 
loved the Church and gave Himself up for her.”767 
This leads to a beautiful union where the wife has no 
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problems to submit as she sees the love and sacrifice 
of her husband.
! Submission exists in our everyday life and 
moreover applies to political leaders and the police. 
Submit to the government: “Let everyone be subject 
to the governing authorities, for there is no authority 
except that which God has established. The 
authorities that exist have been established by 
God.”768  Where we are forbidden to believe and 
share the Good News of the Gospel we must answer 
as Peter and John did: “But Peter and John replied, 
‘Which is right in God’s eyes: to listen to you, or to 
Him? You be the judges! As for us, we cannot help 
speaking about what we have seen and heard.’”769

! The Bible also teaches submission to each other. 
We don’t have to be right all the time. We can 
humble ourselves to preserve peace: “Submit to one 
another out of reverence for Christ.”770

! 1 Corinthians says: “To submit to such people and 
to everyone who joins in the work and labors at 
it.”771 Also Peter the Apostle said: “In the same way, 
you who are younger, submit yourselves to your 
elders. All of you, clothe yourselves with humility 
toward one another, because, ‘God opposes the 
proud but shows favor to the humble.’”772

! In the epistle to Hebrews we are exhorted to: 
“Have confidence in your leaders and submit to their 
authority, because they keep watch over you as those 
who must give an account. Do this so that their work 
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will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no 
benefit to you.”773

! The most important submission is to God: “But 
He gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: 
‘God opposes the proud but shows favor to the 
humble.’ Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the 
devil, and he will flee from you.”774  If we do not 
submit and surrender fully to God there can be no 
victorious Christian life for us. By submitting to the 
Heavenly Father and asking Him to bring the victory, 
the conflict is won. For Christ is the victor.775 Jesus 
not only has freed us from the penalty of sin but He 
has also freed us from the power of sin.776 Learning 
afresh this godly discipline of submission will help 
believers unify under God’s blessing in their lives 
and fellowships.
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