
Principle 30

Reading the Entirety of 
Scriptures

In persecuted Nations our sisters and brothers weep 
over the Word of God and often only have parts of 
the New Testament or literally scraps of paper with 
copied Scripture verses on them. We do not realize 
that the Bible is our greatest physical treasure in this 
world. Yet for those in English speaking countries 
there is such abundant access to the Bible in its 
entirety in literally over one hundred translations.
! For many Christians in countries with no 
persecution, having a Bible—the full Scriptures—is 
often not greatly appreciated. Some Christians will 
divide over Bible translations preferring the King 
James or another specific translation. Though there 
are some good literal translations of the Bible, we still 
can benefit from many different versions and even 
paraphrases to help contextualize the Scriptures in 
modern vernacular. We must take this to the Lord 
and not make it a point of division within the body if 
we hold one translation above others, or prefer one 
version and not cause other brothers to stumble by 
causing division and confusion. It is better to be in 
obedience to what the translation is saying rather 

126



than simply saying it is better. In such cases we can 
deceive ourselves by reading and not obeying.724

! As blood bought followers of Jesus Christ our life 
is not our own725 and therefore we should have the 
desire to be in the Word of God daily.726 Even beyond 
that of our appetite to eat,727 the Scriptures should 
take precedent over anything else in our daily 
lives.728 Scriptures say we cannot live by bread alone 
but by every Word that proceeds from the mouth of 
God.729 We need physical food and spiritual food. If 
we count the time it takes to eat physical food three 
times a day, and if we were to spend the same time 
every day to take in spiritual food—by reading the 
Word of God—we would have personal revival.
! One reason for the lack of intense Bible study is 
the fact that we really do not believe what is written 
in the Book. If we truly believed the Scriptures, and 
that the life to come matters much more than this 
life,730 then we would be more diligent to be steeped 
in what God desires of us731 now and for eternity.732

! Of all the ways to read the Bible one of the most 
beneficial can be a survey reading of the entire 
Scriptures, verse by verse, chapter by chapter, and 
book by book. Beyond this even a chronological 
reading of the Scriptures can be of great benefit to 
know exactly when events took place. If all believers 
in many areas would commit to being those who 
read the Word of God constantly and consistently in 
context, there would be a great strengthening of the 
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body of Christ. Before reading the Word of God 
always pray briefly asking the Holy Spirit to 
illuminate and explain to you what you will be 
reading. At times it can help to read the Scriptures 
slowly, taking time to let each word sink in. This 
slow reading and asking the Holy Spirit what you 
should learn will bring much truth and 
understanding to you, helping you every day in your 
daily activities.
! We must not be as those who take out a favorite 
few verses or even many verses to support 
individual viewpoints or doctrines. We must allow 
the full counsel of the Word of God to be our 
standard and rule. We must not try to only delve into 
deep mysteries and secret things in the Word of God 
but rather focus on reading and believing733 what is 
written and allow it be become real in our practical 
daily lives.734

! The Holy Scriptures are to be read constantly, 
memorized,735 treated as more important than gold 
and silver.736 We should esteem the Scriptures more 
than our daily food. God’s Words should be our 
delight.737 May we follow the example of our dear 
underground Church brethren in different countries 
where they read the Scriptures for many hours daily.
! We are encouraging for believers to be Bereans738 
of the Word of God and commit to a systematic Bible 
reading method daily. This will also tend toward 
edifying discussions each time a house Church 
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meets, for all will be reading the same portions 
throughout each day. This should not take 
precedence over slow Bible reading devotionally for 
each person. Many doctrinal errors are formed by 
simply taking a truth and putting it out of balance. 
Therefore a more balanced Bible reading approach 
can help put various aspects of truths in their proper 
right order of importance in light of the entire 
revelation of the Word of God. We believe this will 
dispel many doctrinal errors that have been held by 
some and allow us all to be more versed in the Holy 
Scriptures that are a light to our path.739
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