
Principle 27

The Priority of Love

The Lord is crystal clear in the priority and 
importance He puts on our love one for another.648 
This is not an option, but a command, and a reality 
that will manifest when true believers are together.649 
If love is lacking there should be a sense of alarm that 
something is wrong in the body life.650 The law of 
love says: “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain 
conceit, but in humility consider others better than 
yourselves.”651  Our Lord not only commanded the 
early disciples to love one another652 but said that it 
would be a fruit that would show the world that God 
has assembled a Church on the earth. Every believer 
should consider reading through 1 Corinthians 
chapter 13 on a regular basis to keep the right 
priority in Christian discipleship.653

! The phrase one another occurs over 25 times in the 
New Testament. Here are some of the phrases: Wash 
one another’s feet,654 love one another,655 honor one 
another,656 live in harmony with one another,657 stop 
passing judgment on one another,658  accept one 
another,659  instruct one another,660  greet one 
another,661  agree with one another,662  serve one 
another,663  bear with one another,664  be 
compassionate to one another,665  submit to one 
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another,666  forgive one another,667  encourage one 
another,668  do not slander one another,669  act in 
humility towards one another,670 fellowship with one 
another.671 These statements are not just a rule sheet 
to keep but rather truth’s that the Holy Spirit of God 
wants to work into our lives, for us to become more 
like Jesus Christ.672 To walk in this New Covenant 
way of love requires a resting and dependence on the 
grace of our Lord.673 In an individualistic society we 
need to be watchful what we think of others, 
especially those of the household of faith.674

! “Beware of schism, of making a rent in the Church 
of Christ. That inward disunion, the members 
ceasing to have a reciprocal love ‘one for another,’ is 
the very root of all contention, and every outward 
separation.”675

! The two greatest commandments in the Bible 
given us by our Lord are based on love: “Jesus 
replied: ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This 
is the first and greatest commandment. And the 
second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”676

! The Scriptures says that if we do not love, we are 
nothing: “If I speak in the tongues of men or of 
angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding 
gong or a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of 
prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all 
knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move 
mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. If I 
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give all I possess to the poor and give over my body 
to hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I 
gain nothing.”677

! “I've come to the conclusion that it's more 
important that I have the right attitude than that I 
have the right answers. If my answers are wrong, 
God can change them in a moment by the revelation 
of His truth. But often times it takes a whole lifetime 
to change an attitude. Better that we have the right 
attitude and the wrong answers, than the right 
answers and the wrong attitude. Remember that the 
next time you get into an argument with someone 
over some doctrinal position or issue. Jesus said to 
His disciples, ‘You did not choose Me, but I chose 
you and appointed you so that you might go and 
bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever 
you ask in My Name the Father will give you.’678 The 
fruit of the Spirit is love. He has chosen you to bring 
forth this fruit. He told the disciples to love one 
another even as He has loved us, He goes on to say, 
‘This is to My Father’s glory, that you bear much 
fruit, showing yourselves to be My disciples. As the 
Father has loved Me, so have I loved you. Now 
remain in My love.’679  So we can vividly see the 
supremacy of love.”680
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