
Principle 23

Cults, False Gospels and 
Division

Religious freedom has its benefits, one of which is 
the ability to preach the Gospel virtually unhindered. 
Such freedoms have allowed some vibrant, godly 
forms of Christianity to grow and prosper. At the 
same time these very freedoms have allowed many of 
the vilest perversions of Christianity to thrive. One 
cannot begin to calculate the damage done by cults, 
heretical groups and false gospels that have been 
allowed to prosper under the banner of religious 
freedom and expression. During the past two 
hundred years more cults than at any other time in 
Church history have been springing up—many with 
an end time focus and deception. Such groups often 
start as a facade of Christianity, mimicking the true 
working of the Holy Spirit in that day.583 We must 
“test the spirits to see whether they are from God, 
because many false prophets have gone out into the 
world.”584 Yet, we must not shy away from focusing 
on God’s end time purposes and the second coming 
of Jesus Christ,585  though many cult groups 
(Mormons, Jehovah Witnesses, Seventh Day Adventists, 
Eastern Lightning, etc) are perverting this great hope 
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of the Church.  ! However, a far worse epidemic is 
unnecessary division in the true body of Christ. 
There are various groups of believers divided from 
one another over a nonessential doctrine they hold as 
being essential. Therefore the rest of believers are not 
with them in their truth.586 Such thinking has resulted 
in the splitting and splintering of denominations to 
the place where there are over 30,000 registered 
denominations worldwide in Christendom.
! There are times for groups to be formed for a 
recovery of lost truth.587  Therefore, some of these 
groups are started for good reasons, namely, the 
preserving of the testimony of Jesus Christ in their 
local area. Many groups splintered from a larger 
group because of the defection from truth (apostasy) 
that was beginning to happen.588 Yet this calls for the 
maturity of the saints of God in our day to see all 
these small groups of true believers as one.589We 
must not rent and tear Christ’s body—think of the 
great pain we cause our Lord. No matter what our 
different emphasis and calling may be, all 
fellowships with true disciples are all one in Jesus 
Christ. As gentile believers in the Lord we must 
realize we are engrafted into the one new man 
through the Gospel.590 One Chinese house Church 
leader shares: “The Chinese Church is the largest in 
the world; the Israeli Messianic remnant is the 
smallest. Yet we see you as our ‘elder brother.’ The 
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original apostles were the root that sprang out to all 
the branches. We are one in the family of Jesus.”591 
! One thing we can start to pray about is for God to 
unify the elect people of God in local areas who are 
of the true body of Christ. For all of us to see 
ourselves as one in the family of God592 having been 
bought and purchased by the blood of Christ. 
Devoting ourselves to such prayers will begin to 
build in us a spiritual vision of how the Lord sees His 
end times Bride.593
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