
Principle 14

Making Disciples Not Just 
Converts

Many evangelicals in our day seem to believe that 
when someone confesses Christ with their lips they 
have fulfilled their part of the great commission.388 
There are vast campaigns to bring people say a quick 
prayer and make confession. Though salvation 
begins with this confession that Jesus Christ is 
Lord,389 it is not enough for someone to merely be 
converted each convert should become a disciple 
who actually goes on to follow the Lord daily. “Then 
He said to them all: ‘Whoever wants to be My 
disciple must deny themselves and take up their 
cross daily and follow Me.’”390

! Jesus said in the Gospel of Matthew: “Not 
everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the 
kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the 
will of My Father who is in heaven.”391  Therefore, 
true conversion results in Christians who live for 
Jesus Christ every hour of the day, not just one hour 
on Sunday. These are the true Christians who are 
love-slaves392  of Jesus Christ and who know they 
have been bought with a great price.393  Therefore, 
serving and pleasing God394 is their aim everyday.
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! It is a strange thing when one can embrace and 
understand the Gospel and it does not result in 
giving up everything to God because of this Good 
News. When we truly see the great sacrifice and love 
in God’s Son dying for us, it will change everything 
about our lives and we will freely give all. A famous 
missionary to Africa395  said in response to the 
Gospel: “In light of the sacrifice of Jesus Christ there 
is nothing too big I can give up, no sacrifice too big!”
! God knows those who are His true disciples.396 
There were many disciples that fell away from 
following Christ.397 Judas was considered a disciple 
but was actually a traitor.398 “God knows who is a 
citizen of His kingdom and who is an impostor. We 
must accept His Word and live by it, aligning our 
lifestyle and choices to match the commands of the 
King. This is repentance.”399

! Disciples are those who have seen the cross. They 
have met with the living Christ. They have died to 
this present world. So now they live fully for the will 
of God. Disciples are those that shape their entire 
lives around the truths of the Bible. A disciple is 
called to obey all the commands of Jesus Christ400 to 
follow in all of His ways by the Spirit of grace.401 
Discipleship is not an option, it is the call for every 
believer in Jesus Christ. Disciples making more 
disciples is a principle of the Scripture.402 
Discipleship calls for all of God’s people to be 
sharing the Gospel through their words and lives. 
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Every command for discipleship403  in the four 
Gospels are fully applicable to us as modern day 
Christians.
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