
Principle 11

Leading is Serving in Humility

Though there is leadership in the Book of Acts, the 
examples we find are of those who serve the body of 
Christ. A fellowship of believers is still an house 
Church even if there is no defined servant leader. As 
the fellowship grows in the Lord, the Spirit will 
gift296  certain men as shepherds. The 12 Apostles 
were servants to widows giving them bread daily for 
a season,297 until they realized they needed to fully 
devote themselves to studying the Scriptures and 
giving themselves to prayer.298 They delegated the 
function of physically serving the widows but 
expanded their service to the congregation to give 
them spiritual food. Though a shepherd in the body 
of Christ is called to watch over the Flock,299 be in the 
Word and prayer,300 and teach the body,301 he must 
do all in the spirit of servanthood302 to help others.
! To serve others is the example our Lord Jesus gave 
us when He who was the teacher and rabbi took the 
form of a servant303  and washed the feet of His 
disciples.304 When a leader desires honor for his own 
self;305  when he wants esteem from men,306 when he 
exercises control for gain and power,307 he is not a 
leader in the body of Christ. Paul didn’t even 
exercise authority over Apollos to come to Corinth 
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even though Paul “greatly desired him to come.” 
Paul allowed the Holy Spirit to guide Apollos in his 
personal walk when he said, “He was quite 
unwilling to go now, but he will go when he has the 
opportunity.”308  Overseers also are not to desire 
preeminence.309 In fact, where there are such desires 
of greatness Jesus gives clear teachings on not taking 
titles310 and not lording over others in the body of 
Christ.311 Concluding with this powerful statement 
for those who would be leaders in His kingdom: 
“The greatest among you will be your servant. For 
those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and 
those who humble themselves will be exalted.”312

! We need to be humble313 or the Lord will not use 
us in His greater work. God does not use those who 
are full of themselves but rather who are unqualified 
and emptied of their own desires and opinions. The 
greatest brothers God will use in local areas are those 
who do not feel qualified to lead and are simply 
servants. Such unqualified ones will be some of the 
shepherds—God is raising up—that will fully rely on 
Jesus Christ and not their own abilities.314 God does 
not entrust Himself to those who are ambitious for 
position, power or prominence in the work of the 
Gospel.
! The Apostle Paul was complaining to the 
Corinthian Church that they had allowed themselves 
to be taken advantage of by self-centered humanistic 
leaders. “In fact, you even put up with anyone who 
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enslaves you or exploits you or takes advantage of 
you or puts on airs or slaps you in the face.”315 Such 
leaders had private agendas even in the Name of 
God and even with very spiritual motives and 
teachings. God will not share His glory316 with others 
especially in the end times work of the body of 
Christ.
! When a leader starts to control what people do in 
their private life, he is then not allowing the Holy 
Spirit of God His proper role of convicting317 and 
guiding people318  in their personal walk with the 
Lord. When shepherds demand, speak harshly, yell 
or accuse the Lord’s people in anyway319  there is a 
great   likelihood that individual is not a true 
shepherd from the Lord. Servant leaders in the body 
of Christ simply want to see the entire body come to 
fullness in Christ. They are called of the Lord to 
protect the flock as the Lord grows each member by 
His Spirit. “Have confidence in your leaders and 
submit to their authority, because they keep watch 
over you as those who must give an account. Do this 
so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that 
would be of no benefit to you.”320

! True shepherds want to encourage everyone 
onwards in the heavenly calling in Christ Jesus.321 
True leaders work themselves out of a position. They 
raise up others, they never try to be in demand or 
control but rather are subservient to the Lord’s will. 
Servant leaders are genuine and real about their walk 
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with the Lord, including their faults and weaknesses. 
Paul exemplifies this when he says: “I came to you in 
weakness with great fear and trembling.”322

! There has never been a faultless, perfect leader in 
the body of Christ but rather weak, broken vessels323 
that God has raised up for His glory, to build a 
testimony for His Name. Moses was being prepared 
by the Lord as a vessel for His purposes in the earth. 
When God was finished with Moses, he was 
inadequate and a nobody in the eyes of the world.324 
When His man was ready, reduced to nothing weak 
and useless in his own flesh, God said, “he’s ready!” 
Leaders in the body of Christ must be humble and 
broken from the Lord’s hand to be truly useful in His 
kingdom.
! Believers will recognize the gift and calling of 
leadership on a brother, and as an early Church 
document states: “Appoint, therefore, for yourselves, 
bishops and deacons worthy of the Lord, men meek, 
and not lovers of money, and truthful and proved; 
for they also render to you the service of prophets 
and teachers. Therefore do not despise them, for they 
are your honored ones, together with the prophets 
and teachers.”325 May we honor those the Lord puts 
in the body to mature and help us along the narrow 
way to conformity to the image of God’s Son.326

! True shepherds realize they are accountable to the 
Chief Shepherd, Jesus Christ327 and will be judged 
more harshly for what they have taught and done.328 
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Therefore they serve in the fear of the Lord,329  in 
meekness, grace and love, considering others better 
than themselves.330  Servant leaders lastly have a 
main purpose, which is to bring all the body to 
unity331  in Jesus Christ and to protect them from 
division and doctrines of demons.332 God has given 
servant leaders the ministry of protecting His 
precious Bride on the earth. To keep her as a chaste 
virgin to Christ till His coming.333  It is a great 
responsibility and honor as servant leaders to 
shepherd and love the body of Christ as Christ loves 
Her deeply and jealously.
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