
Principle 9

The Early Apostles Didn’t Seek 
After Money

Christianity is not about money, it’s about people. 
Sadly modern Christendom has been overwhelmed 
with the salesman who sells Christ as ware and treats 
the holy things as a way to profit financially.224  It 
does not take much discernment for the worldly 
person to see the counterfeit preacher on TV who 
makes money look like their god.225  Yet, sadly, 
believers who are asleep spiritually, and have not 
been seeking the Lord, are given over to this delusion 
which is coming upon them in masses.226  False 
teachers abound227  and the saints are sleeping.228 
There needs to be a clarion cry across all nations that 
God is not for sale and is against those who love 
money and equate righteousness with financial gain 
and profit.229

! “We have noticed that many Christians in the 
West have an abundance of material possessions, yet 
they live in a backslidden state. They have silver and 
gold, but they don’t rise up and walk in Jesus’ Name. 
In China few of us (in the rural house Churches) have 
any possessions to hold us down, so there’s nothing 
preventing us from moving out for the Lord. We are 
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praying that God will use the Chinese church to help 
the Western Church wake up and walk in the power 
of the Holy Spirit. We have seen thousands of times 
that it does not matter that an evangelist or 
missionary is poor and uneducated according to the 
standards of the world. All that matters is whether 
the hand of God is on that person.”230

! The abuse of seeking after money even in the 
position of elder or preacher231  is something that 
goes back all the way to the Old Testament. 
Characters such as Balaam and others sought 
ministry endeavors for their greediness to gain 
financially.232 The Scriptures speak of the error233 of 
Balaam, the way234 of Balaam and the doctrine235 of 
Balaam. He was hired and sought to do his priestly 
work for monetary gain even teaching things 
contrary to the Word of God.236 Such hirelings sadly 
abound in Christendom today.
! True co-workers in the Lord never seek for 
money237  but for God’s anointing to serve other 
people.238 Many in our day state that we need large 
sums of money to do the work of God and this is 
false.239 God never said that the work to disciple the 
Nations required large amounts of money but rather 
it requires sacrifice240  which in some cases ends in 
martyrdom for the Gospel witness.
! In the early Church sacrificial giving was a way of 
life. As stated in Acts: “They sold property and 
possessions to give to anyone who had need.”241 

47



Jesus did not stop the poor widow from giving her 
last money.242  He knew that His Father would 
provide for her. The early Church took up special 
collections for the poor and saints in need.243 Tithing 
was not practiced in the early Church but Christians 
gave to each other to support those in need.244 They 
also supported the Apostles and the brother of Jesus 
who were in ministry. 245 First Corinthians chapter 13 
teaches us that if we do anything without love then it 
is worthless.246 If we give in order to get something 
from God it is worthless. If we give under duress247 
when we really did not want to give, it is worthless.
! In the days of Eli the priest, his two sons were 
greedy248 for gain and used fleshhooks to take back the 
best sacrifice meat for themselves.249  “This was 
happening in the house of God. Robbing God of His 
portion. What a sin. The same thing is happening 
today among God’s servants in God’s house. The 
love for money, love for power, love for fame and 
name. These are the three great fleshhook teeth today 
among God’s people and God’s servants. Doing 
much for money’s sake never satisfied. Telling false 
stories for more money. What a shame. Making God 
a beggar.”250

! In many countries we find that there are preachers 
and evangelists demanding payment and a certain 
status of living.251 We find in the New Testament 
something opposite, where Paul the Apostle 
willingly suffered and lived with less so as to serve 
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them as an Apostle: “Was it a sin for me to lower 
myself in order to elevate you by preaching the 
Gospel of God to you free of charge?”252

! In the New Covenant, giving should not be by 
compulsion of any law or commandment like it was 
under the Old, but rather men should yield to the 
compulsion and urging of the Spirit according to 
God’s grace.
! Though there has been such an abuse of pastors 
seeking after money, this still does not nullify God’s 
desire to provide for those who truly minister in the 
Gospel. It is a Gospel principle that a worker is 
worthy of his hire.253 Therefore, those who serve as 
full-time workers are to trust the Lord and thus the 
Lord’s people will give to them as they are led of the 
Spirit. Such giving should be done privately to the 
individual and should not be demanded. Yet there 
should be an expectation of giving if one is truly 
sowing and ministering the Gospel as a full-time 
worker called of the Lord. God’s design for 
providing natural things in exchange for spiritual 
things goes back to the priests and Levites.254

! If there is a certain need that arises in the local 
fellowship—or for another cause—an offering255 can 
be set aside but this is not something that needs to 
happen weekly; rather it is something that might be 
done on a needs basis as the body of Christ is led by 
the Spirit. There were collections made by the 
Apostles from time to time for great needs in the 
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body of Christ such as in this case for believers in 
Jerusalem: “On the first day of every week, each one 
of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping 
with your income, saving it up, so that when I come 
no collections will have to be made.”256  So there 
cannot be a law about giving and each Assembly of 
the Lord’s people needs to be led of the Spirit in 
these matters. Servant leaders in small house 
Churches should not seek to receive money from 
believers. Only those who God clearly calls as full-
time workers should expect the Spirit to provide the 
needed resources,257  keeping themselves free from 
the love of money and seeking to be content with the 
Lord’s provision in their lives.258 Such freedom in the 
body to give as the Spirit leads will result in greater 
giving259 to the actual work of God and to things that 
truly build the kingdom of God such as giving to the 
poor260 and to those who truly serve in the Gospel.
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