
Principle 3

God’s People Scattered in Sects

We see the beginning of a movement where God is 
waking up many of His sheep to hear His voice in 
the midst of the noise and rustle of the 
denominational confusion. God never intended His 
Church to be divided,89 confused and led back and 
forward with every wind of doctrine. “Then we will 
no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the 
waves, and blown here and there by every wind of 
teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people 
in their deceitful scheming.”90

! In the current setting of tens of thousands of sects 
and groups we believe the Lord has His people in 
almost every one of them. One brother speaking of 
his personal journey with the Lord felt that the Lord 
told him to “Leave Mount Ism’s and go to Mount 
Zion.” With such counsel we agree that the work of 
God would be much purer and a more brightly 
shining light in this current world system if saints 
left the Ism’s they were a part of and joined in unity,91 
under the Headship of Jesus Christ. This does not 
necessarily mean a physical leaving of a church or 
denomination, but rather the departing from these 
divisions92  in the hearts of God’s people. Jesus 
prayed in John 17 that they all may be one.93
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! There is a Biblical simplicity and truth that the 
true Church is always unified as one in God’s eyes. 
The Church today is in many ways unified in 
purpose spiritually, but unity rarely manifests 
physically in a locality. Yet it is the will of God for the 
local body of Christ to be unified spiritually in a 
physical setting. The Chinese underground Church is 
a great example to us. They have eight major 
branches but are unified with respect to  all major 
doctrines. God has allowed for different sects and 
groups to form with unique recoveries of truth in 
each generation. Yet in the end of the age each group 
must desire the true unity of the body of Christ.
! In the end times God is calling for all believers to 
have the same mind as Jesus Christ94  in seeing the 
Church as one, for in heaven there will be only one 
Church and it is a called-out Assembly that glorifies 
God and walks in holiness.95 So we must look past all 
labels and denominations and see each true believer 
as God sees them. In 2 Timothy the Scriptures clearly 
show how God sees those who are His: 
“Nevertheless, God’s solid foundation stands firm, 
sealed with this inscription: ‘The Lord knows those 
who are His,’ and, ‘everyone who confesses the 
Name of the Lord must turn away from 
wickedness.’”96 So we also see those in different sects 
and groups who are departing from sin and the ways 
of the world and we can have fellowship with them 
as we are on this similar pilgrim way.97
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! If we would have spiritual eyes to see the body of 
Christ as the Lord sees from heaven we would be 
shocked to see believers shining in white98 from all 
different denominations and sects. Though there is a 
precious gem of truth to be admired in each 
denominational group in that they perhaps have 
more light on a certain doctrine than others, the 
burden of the Lord for the end times Church is to 
have a unified body that shares all these truths in 
balance. The fullness of Christ99  is God’s ultimate 
end for each local body, a Bride without spot or 
blemish, or wrinkle.100 It should be every believer’s 
goal to be a part of a maturing fellowship of 
believers101  where all grow up into full maturity. In 
the same way, it is every believer’s individual aim to 
be like Christ in all things.102

! A longing prayer of a godly saint from the past 
speaks of the need for a God birthed and God sustained 
work in gathering His body together: “I want to see 
something that God builds. I want to find some 
people so hungry for God that every night they want 
to pray and make intercession. We’ve tried every 
scheme and every fancy thing to try and work 
something up. But what we need is for somebody to 
come down. Some person! Not a new theology, a 
Person!”103

! The Lord will have a Bride, His holy people,104 
gathered in the end times under one banner: The 
Lord Jesus Christ.
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